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Abstract 

This study explored the role of jhum-based farming and the annual harvest fair in 
sustaining rural livelihoods in Chiechama village, Nagaland.  Jhum cultivation also 
called shifting or slash-and-burn cultivation is a traditional method practiced by the 
indigenous communities throughout Nagaland. Using a descriptive design, data were 
gathered from 60 farmers through surveys during the Jhum Fair. The findings revealed 
that vegetable farming on jhum land significantly improved household income, food 
security, and education. Women played a central role in farming, marketing, and 
financial management, enhancing family well-being and empowerment. The harvest fair 
served as a platform for community bonding, cultural pride, and rural–urban market 
linkages. The study concluded that community-led farming initiatives and women’s 
participation contribute meaningfully to socio-economic development and improved 
quality of life in rural Nagaland. 
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Introduction 

Jhum cultivation also called shifting or slash-and-burn cultivation is a traditional method practiced by the 

indigenous communities throughout Nagaland. It is one of the four common type agricultural practice in 

Nagaland (Kumar & Konyak, 2023). In this cyclical farming system, a patch of forest is cleared, cultivated for few 

years and then left fallow to regenerate, making it central to the landscape and life-ways of the Naga people. This 

practice is deeply tied to the rural economy, local traditions and community life (Singh et al., 2021). According to 

Directorate of Agriculture, Nagaland, more than 60% of the 2.19 million people that live in Nagaland are 

dependent on agriculture, making it predominantly agricultural economy. The total area used for crop cultivation 

in 2023-2024 is 471375 hectares of land (Directorate of Agriculture, 2024). 

Significance of Jhum Cultivation 

Jhum is crucial for food security, it supports diverse crops, providing staple foods and livelihood for the majority 

of the rural Nagas. It sustains soil fertility and supports biodiversity and maintains local ecological balances. Jhum 

is communal, requiring families and villages to cooperate in land clearing, planting and harvesting. Unlike terrace 

cultivation, jhum follows a multi-cropping system allowing various crops and vegetables to grow at the same time. 

This makes a family adopting jhum to be more self-sufficient in food consumption (Saikia & Bhaduri, 2006). It is 

not just a system of cultivation for the Nagas; it is deep rooted and ingrained in their life (Dutta, 2025; Brearley 

and Tripathi, 2024). 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
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Overview of the Jhum Fair at Chiechama Village 

The Jhum fair at Chiechama was first started in 2023 and is now held annually at Chiechama Amphitheatre, 

Chiechama village, Kohima district, organized by Chiechamapfü Mechü Krotho (CMK). The fair was designed to 

exhibit the abundant agricultural products produced by the villagers, aiming to encourage local farmers and 

enhance their economy by displaying and selling their organically grown produce (Nagaland Tribune, 2023). The 

fair celebrates and revitalizes agriculture, providing a platform for farmers, especially women to showcase and sell 

local produce and crafts. Activities at the fair includes sales of vegetables, cereals, millets, and indigenous 

Nagaland cuisines, as well as exhibitions of the local handicrafts, contests, agricultural tools and equipment, and 

cultural programs (Morung Express, 2025) 

Objectives 

• Objective 1: To identify the families involved in vegetable farming on jhum land 

• Objective 2: To assess the changes in financial improvement, education, and overall quality of life 

experienced by families through vegetable farming and the harvest fair. 

Review of related literature: 

A study was conducted by Pradhan, Panda, Beriha, Naik and Saraka (2025), to investigate the participation of 

tribal women in agriculture across the researchers Kandhamal District of Odisha. The study found out that 

women residing within 2-3 km of markets report significantly higher incomes, underscoring the importance of 

geographic accessibility in rural livelihood. The relevance of the study shows the need for crop diversification and 

labor savings innovations. 

Behra, Ghosh, Koley, Chakraborty, Mistri and Nabin (2024) undertook a study on the role of women in rural 

marketing for fostering economic development and socio empowerment in rural communities. The study showed 

that women play a diverse role across the rural marketing landscape ranging from agriculture production to market 

intermediation and entrepreneurial ventures. The relevance of the study shows that women in rural marketing has 

shed light on the transformative potential of Women as drivers of economic growth and social change in rural 

communities. 

Methodology: 

A descriptive survey design was adopted for this study to gather quantitative and qualitative data on the socio-

economic impact of vegetable farming and the Jhum Fair Day. 

Analysis and interpretation: 

To identify the families involved in vegetable farming on jhum land 

Table 1: Household and farming profile 

Items Response N Percentage 

Family involved in farming 
Yes 52 87% 

No 8 13% 

Practice of jhum farming 
Yes 58 97% 

No 2 3% 

Number of family members 

helping in farming 

1 member 18 29% 

2-3 members 17 30% 

More than 3 members 25 41% 

Number of years of experiences in 

farming 

Less than 2 years 4 7% 

2-4 years 2 3% 

More than 4 years 54 90% 
 

Table 1 indicates that 87% of the respondent’s families are involved in vegetable farming, while only 13% are not 

involved. 
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As shown in the Table 1, majority of the respondents are involved in jhum farming making it a dominant 

agricultural practice for vegetable farming in the study area. 97% of the respondents practice jhum farming. 

The above Table 1 reveals that 18 (29%) of the respondents gets help from 1 family member, 17 (30%) gets 2-3 

member to help them and 25 (41%) gets help from more than 3 members of their family in farming. 

The above Table 1 illustrates that 90% of the respondents have been growing vegetables for more than 4 years. 

Only 7% of respondent reported having less than 2 years of experience, while 3% of the respondents stated 2-4 

years of cultivation experience.  

To assess the changes in financial improvement and education experienced by families through vegetable farming and the harvest fair. 

Economic Impact of Jhum Farming 

Table 2: Economic Benefits of Jhum Farming for Families 

Indicator Response Percentage 

Increased family income 
Yes 57 95% 

No 3 5% 

Invested in new assets 
Yes 46 77% 

No 14 23% 

Improved financial situation 
Yes 57 95% 

No 3 5% 

 

The above Table 2 under the indicator of increased family income 95% of the respondents have increased their 

family’s income or saving by doing farming in Jhum land. Whereas, 5% respondents stated that it has not 

increased their income or saving. For the indicator invested in new assets 77% of the respondents have used the 

income from farming to invest in new assets or facilities, while 23% reported that they do not used the income to 

invest in new assets. For the indicator improved financial situation 95% of the respondents have improved their 

family’s financial situation since starting Jhum cultivation, while only 5% said it did not improve their family’s 

financial situation. 

Educational Benefits of Farming Income for Families and the Community 

Table 3: Perceived Educational Improvements from Farming Income 

Educational Aspect Respondents Percentage 

Community education levels improved 
Yes 55 92% 

No 5 8% 

Able to afford better education 
Yes 51 85% 

No 9 15% 

 

As evident from the above Table 3, it can be seen under the first educational aspect, 92% of the respondents 

believes that education level in their community have increased because of farming activities. While 8% does not 

believe that education level has increased due to farming activities. For the second educational aspect being able to 

afford better education, 85% of the respondents are now able to afford better education or school materials for 

their children, while 15% of the respondents said that they are not able to afford better education or school 

materials for their children. 
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Perceived Impact of Harvest Fair on Community Life 

Figure 1: Perceived Community Benefits of the Harvest Fair 

 
 

The above Figure 1 points out that 98% of the respondents stated that because of the participation in the harvest 

fair it has improved their community and only 2% said it has not improved the community. 

Findings and Discussion: 

Household and farming profile 

The study reveals that majority of the respondents are involved in farming. This indicates that farming is the 

dominant occupation among families of the respondents but not universal. Jhum farming is persistence among the 

villagers, however, the small minority adopting terrace farming highlights the presence of alternative agricultural 

practices. Farming is also a family affair as there are as high as more than 3 family members practicing farming 

which highlights that most respondents are highly experience in vegetable farming. 

Economic Impact of Jhum Farming 

There has been improvement in income and savings means families can not only meet day-to-day needs. This also 

reflects the resilience of jhum cultivation providing both food and financial benefits when tied with vegetable 

farming. Through farming it is also generating capital formation in rural households. Investment in assets reflects 

long-term thinking and contributes to socio-economic development by improving living conditions and increasing 

productivity. Similarly, majority of respondents reported an overall improvement in their family’s financial 

situation since starting jhum cultivation. Families now experience more stability in meeting their expenses, which 

translates to improved well-being. This finding underscore farming as a pillar of financial security for rural 

families. 

Educational Benefits of Farming Income for Families and the Community 

The study reveals that farming activities have positively contributed to educational opportunities for most 

households. Farming income helped families afford school fees and materials, contributing to improved education 

levels in the community. Thus farming income can further lead to be a driver of intergenerational opportunity and 

community development through education. 

Perceived Impact of Harvest Fair on Community Life: 

Most respondents viewed the harvest fair positively, describing it as a celebration of collective success and a 

platform for economic and social exchange. The fair allows farmers especially women to display produce, earn 

income, and take pride in their work. It strengthens social bonds within the village and creates visibility for the 

community beyond its borders. Importantly, the fair revives cultural practices around harvest celebrations, 

blending economic activity with cultural pride and social cohesion. 
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Conclusion: 

This study explored the significance of jhum farming and the annual harvest fair in Chiechama village, focusing on 

their contributions to rural livelihoods, education, women’s empowerment, cultural identity, and overall 

community well-being. The findings revealed that most families are involved in farming on jhum land. It has 

revealed farming on jhum land has moved beyond subsistence, generating income and savings that support 

household needs, educational expenses, and reinvestment in assets. Women emerged as central actors, not only in 

cultivation but also in financial management and market participation, signaling a positive shift in gender roles 

within the community. The harvest fair itself served as more than a marketplace: it acted as a cultural and social 

platform that fostered unity among khels, preserved indigenous practices, and created visibility for farming in 

broader rural–urban networks. Improved food security, combined with better access to education and community 

recognition, has contributed to an enhanced quality of life for participating families. 

The research concludes that jhum farming and the harvest fair play a transformative role in the socio-economic 

development of rural Nagaland by combining livelihood generation, cultural pride, and social cohesion. 

Ultimately, farming revival in Chiechama reflects a pathway of sustainable rural development where population, 

socio-economic progress, and quality of life are deeply interconnected. 
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